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THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD:
JOURNEYS IN FANTASY LITERATURE AND FILM

Imaginative fiction in the form of fantasy novels or films is one of the most popular
modern forms of entertainment. The genre has a long history, from ancient Sumeria
and Egypt to the present, but it is remarkably consistent in its general features. One
of the enduring topics in Fantasy is the Journey, and in this course of lectures,
readings and excerpts from films we will explore the dimensions of journeying and
the many forms it takes in a range of modern works from Tolkein’s Hobbit to

J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter stories. Prepare to be enchanted and to perhaps realize
that there is more to Fantasy literature and film than meets the eye.

The Lecture Programme

14 June Mapping the Journey: The Man whose Mother was a
Pirate (Mahy)

21 June No lecture on this day

28 June Hobnobbing with Hobbits: The Hobbit (Tolkein)

5 July In search of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the

Wardrobe; The Horse and His Boy;, The Voyage of the
Dawn Treader (Lewis)

12 July Taking the Yellow Brick Road: The Wizard of Oz (Baum)
19 July Lost in the Labyrinth: Labyrinth (Henson)
26 July All aboard for Hogwarts: Harry Potter and the

Philosopher’s Stone (Rowling)

The speaker for all sessions will be Emeritus Professor Colin Gibson, formerly of the
Department of English, University of Otago.



